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cannot be made to grow successfully; among them, I am sorry to 
say, the strawberry. The little wild clover heve is a dwarf species 
but very fragrant. The apples and pears are wretched. The 
potatoes are good, and are said to have descended from some which 
a missionary planted in the mountains some thirty years ago — in 
times of persecution, too, which drove him out of the country, but 
left thus one fruit of his labors. Green peas, of several varieties, 
are good and abundant, but the native lentiles are much more so. 
The " Oddis," a lenticular shaped fruit of this kind, about one third 
the size of a moderately large pea, is one of the most common. 
This assumes a reddish color when boiled, and is commonly supposed 
to be the red pottage for which Esau sold his birthright. It is not 
very much to my taste, but is very much liked by the natives, even 
those born of American pai*ents. The immense prickly pear, used 
everywhere for fences, impenetrable by anything from chickens to 
cavalry, produces fruit abundantly, which is esteemed excellent aud 
cooling in summer. The plant is the same with that seen so abundant- 
ly in Southern Italy, Cyprus, etc., and I have occasionally eaten its 
fruit in New York. I am here reminded that the general aspect of 
the vegetation here (as indeed might be expected) strongly resem- 
bles that of Southern Italy. Prominent, of course, are the Fig, 
Olive, Eharub ("husks that the swine did eat") and the prickly 
pear — called Indian Fig in Italy — with many similar cultivated 
herbaceous things. The most striking difference is the occurrence 
here of the date palm, which I first met on the island of Syra, about 
the public square of the town. The edible nuts of one species of 
pine, too, are an extensive article of food here, as well as about 
Naples. Here it is called Snober, and is much used in all sorts of 
dishes. 

The Ornithogalum umbellatum is now in flower everywhere ; but, 
whether owing to the scarcity of rain or not, it appears to me to be in 
a rather starved condition. A Scilla, which I am told by the 
botanists here is the Scilla Fraseri, though it appears to me quite 
different from my recollection of it as I saw it in America, is 
strikingly abundant. I found it everywhere in Syra, about Smyrna, 
and Ephesus, and almost covering the ground in wide spaces over 
the site of ancient Citium and about the Larnaca salines in Cyprus. 
The Cypriotes told me that the bulb was poisonous, producing 
headache, delirum and death. As you are doubtless aware, the 
Eastern end of the Mediterranean is the country of bulbs, both for 
species and quantity. 

Heliotropium Europaeum ; the scentless heliotrope, is very com- 
mon here; and indeed everywhere that I have been after reaching 
Southern Italy. But about Smyrna and Ephesus I found the 
scented heliotrope quite frequently. 

Beirut, April 8th, 1876. 

§ 108. Phaseolus multiflorus. — The point made by the writer, 
in replying, in your last number but one, to a criticism of Dr. 
Trumbull's, was that Phaseolus multiflorus was founded on Cor- 
nuti's plant ; which last then, the inference is obvious, should be 
what was originally meant by P. multiflorus. 
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The other question, especially considered in your number 18, as 
to the author's name to be cited after P. multiflorus, was only 
touched on by the way by me, and is scarcely as interesting. De 
Candolle gives (Prodr. 2, p. 392) the credit to Wildenow ; and was 
the authority upon which I relied. But it is plain, on a second look 
at the German author, that he did not claim the species ; and Steu- 
del also gives it to Lamarck. Edw. Tucrerman. 

Amhbbst, July 5. 

Talking of beans and whether we know them, it may be well to 
note in the Bulletin that the oldest name for Cornuti's plant is 
Phaseolus coccineus, Linn. Spec. 724. In the second edition (p. 
1016) Linnaeus refers it to' P. vulgaris as var. coccineus, and this 
reference only is cited by Lamarck, Wildenow, and De Candolle, 
probably overlooking the earlier one. It is even omitted by Steudel 
in his nomenclature. S. W. 

§ 109. Hyde Park. — During the last week in July I noticed on 
the banks of the river opposite Hyde Park, N. Y., several trees of 
Rhus glabra, L., on which, instead of berries, were thyrsi of abnor- 
mal green leaves, about 3" broad, and 1' long, strongly involute, 
and looking like plumes in the distance. At the base of one 
thyrsus were several scarlet drupes, as in the regular fruit clusters. 
Is this common ? 

Near Hyde Park station there are still some fine plants of 
Galium Mollugo, L., noticed in the Bulletin for Sept., 1873. On 
the lowlands near Hyde Park Rudbeckia triloba, L., is not uncom- 
mon. I send leaves of a specimen picked July 28. 

On a bank a mile south of the village Pentstemon pubescens, 
Soland., was found during the past month, and on a dry sloping 
rock still farther south, in company with Opuntia Rafinesquii, 
Englm., were several blossoming plants of Aselepias verticillata, L. 
In the neighborhood stands a flourishing colony of Solea concolor, 
Ging. E. E. Butler. 

Doveb, N. J., Aug. I. 

§ 110. Additions and Corrections to Botanical Directory, Supple- 
ment, 1876. 



Atkinson, John C, Henderson, Ky. 

Austin, E. P., Cambridge, Mass.; not active. 

Barnes, C. K., Madison, Ind. 

Bebb, M. S., Fountaindale, 111.; omit Spec. 
and Ex. 

Biddlecome, Miss H. J., Springfield, Ohio. 
Ex. Fdices and Musci. 

Burgess, E. S., Panama, N. T. Removed. 

Burgess, Rev. Robert Ames, Iowa. Ex. 

Calkins, W. W., 236 S. Water St., Chicago, 
111. ; Ex. 

Chalmers, Robert, Campbellton, New Bruns- 
wick, Br. Am. 

Charlton, T. J., Vincennes, Ind. 

Comstock, Fred. H., 262 Broadway, N. Y. 

Coulter, M. fS., Logansport. Ind. ; Spec. Tree*. 



Dunkle, A. W., Vernon, Ind. 
Feay, Dr. Wm. T., Savannah, Geo. 
Geddes, Prof. Wm. N., Williamsport, Pa. 
Halway, Edw. W. D., Decorah, Iowa. Ex. 
Hitehings, E. H., 40 Chamber St., Boston, 

Mass. ; spec. Bilices. Ex. 
Holmes, Jas. P., Minneapolis, Minn.; Ex. 
Lee, L. Wilmer, Browntown, Josephine Co., 

Oregon. 
Millington, Mrs. L. A., South Haven, Van 

Buren Co., Mich. 
Roe, Miss Mary W, Clyde, Wayne Co., N. Y. 
Spence, Mrs. E. J., Springfield, Ohio, Ex. 

F>Hcees and Afusci. 
Thompson, David L., Plainfield, N. J. 
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